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THE UNIVERSITY OF PARIS. 
BIBLICAL WORKERS IN THE THEOLOGICAL FACULTY. 



By Ira M. Price, 
The University of Chicago. 



The University of Paris is unique among educational institu- 
tions. Its great age, its treasure-house of sacred traditions, 
its faculties, numbering more than 450 men, its more than 10,000 
students, and its liberal provisions for all who patronize its halls 
of learning, should command for it world-wide attention. Ger- 
man, English, and American universities can find much in this 
great French university worthy of their careful consideration. 
The scarcity of foreign students and visitors in the lecture halls 
of this institution has been the one chief cause of our lack of 
information regarding its methods and facilities. But now that 
foreigners are admitted as regular students on practically the same 
basis as that adopted by the universities of Germany, we shall 
expect to see before many years a larger number of Americans 
pursuing graduate work, especially in those departments where 
the university of Paris is preeminent. The cordiality extended, 
especially to Americans, by the officials of the university, the 
wealth of the libraries of the city, and the museums and galle- 
ries of several institutions within the bounds of Paris, are no 
small attraction to any lover of art, of literature, and of a pleasant 
environment. 

During a two-months' (April-May) sojourn in Paris last 
year, while pursuing archaeological investigations in the Louvre, 
the writer enjoyed many special privileges in connection with 
the university of Paris. The uniform courtesy of the officials, 
and the valued acquaintances made among members of the 
various faculties, especially in the faculty of Protestant theology, 
and valuable information gathered at first hand, suggested the 
propriety of this article. 
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The faculty of Protestant theology of the university of 
Paris is in reality the old faculty of Strassburg transferred to 
Paris, at the instance of M. Waddington, minister of public 
instruction in the spring of 1877, u e., some years after the ces- 
sion of Alsace to Germany. It was originally Lutheran, but the 
French government has put the Reformed church on an equality 
with the Lutheran, and as a state institution it is doctrinally mixed. 
This, like every other section of the university, receives its annual 
budget from the state. At the present time the faculty consists 
of six regular professors, and four instructors and lecturers. It 
has a well-selected and beautifully bound library of 13,000 
volumes, and an exceptionally important collection of pamphlets. 
Last year there were sixty-five students under the instruction of 
this faculty. The greater part of these students have pursued 
their studies at the Sorbonne, and some of them at VEcole 
des Hautes Etudes in the section on religious sciences. The 
requirements of admission are that all must be bachelors of let- 
ters. At the end of four years' study, upon passing an exami- 
nation and sustaining a printed thesis, the student receives the 
degree of bachelor of theology, which authorizes him to become 
pastor in the church of France. 

The institution is located about one mile south of the Sor- 
bonne, quite away from the business section of the city, on the 
beautiful, modern, well-shaded boulevard Arago. It is well 
secured behind high walls, with an airy court. The reading- 
room, library, and lecture-rooms look out upon this open space 
from two sides, and suggest a peaceful, quiet seclusion beyond 
the sounds of the noisy city. Within these walls one finds the 
chief champions of Protestantism in France. With the intention 
of hearing these men the writer set out early one morning and 
reached the institution for an eight o'clock lecture. Entering an 
iron gate into the court, he soon found his way to a specific 
lecture-room. After about thirty-five students had seated them- 
selves before unique old desks, an attendant opened the door, 
and in walked Professor A. L. Sabatier. About medium height, 
shoulders slightly stooped, he proceeded to the desk and sat 
down behind it, facing the students. With a pleasant voice 
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he spoke very slowly and distinctly, so that every word could 
be heard. No questions were asked or answered from start to 
finish. The lecture was an argument for the existence of God, 
and was filled with the reverence and pathos so characteristic of 
Professor Sabatier's writings. 
Upon closer acquaintance with 
Sabatier I secured from him 
the following personal facts 
which will be of interest to all 
Protestant and biblical schol- 
ars. Auguste Louis Sabatier 
was born October 22, 1839, at 
Vallon, in the land of the Al- 
bigenses and the Camisards. 
He is a descendant of a hum- 
ble family which had survived 
severe religious persecutions. 
His religious character is due 
to his mother's austere and 
fervent Huguenot piety, while 
his vigor as a thinker can be 
traced to his early reading of 
the writings of Pascal and 
Vinet. His education in the- 
ology was secured at Mon- 
tauban and in Germany from 
1858-64. After a brief pastorate 
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he was called to be pro- 
fessor of Reformed dogmatics at Strassburg in 1868. It was 
here that he won his doctorate in theology on his book, The 
Apostle Paul, a sketch of a history of his thought (L'Apotre Paul, 
esquisse d'une histoire de sa pensee), 1870. Driven from Alsace 
after the war, he went to Paris in 1873, and made himself felt by 
articles in Pressense's Revue chretienne, in Journal de Geneve, and 
through free lectures on literature and theology up to the time 
(1877) when the old faculty of Strassburg was reorganized in 
the university of Paris. He was made professor of Reformed 
dogmatics and of the exegesis of the New Testament. At the 
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retirement of Dean Lichtenberger, in 1895, he was elected and 
is now dean of the institution. I note in the last report of the 
school that the government has conferred on him the cross of 
the Legion of Honor. Among his numerous writings I note the 
following on biblical themes ; I translate them : The Testimony of 
Jesus Christ concerning Himself (1863) ; An Essay upon the Sources 
of the Life of Jesus (1866); Jesus of Nazareth: the drama of his 
life, the grandeur of his person (1867) ; The Hebrew Notion of the 
Spirit (1879) ; many articles on the books of the New Testa- 
ment ; "Jesus Christ, the Founder of Christianity," in the Ency- 
clopaedia of Religious Sciences (1877-82). Professor Sabatier's 
latest contributions are in the line of the philosophy of religion 
and dogmatics. His thoroughly evangelical spirit, and his posi- 
tion at the head of the leading Protestant theological school of 
France, make this stalwart defender of Protestantism one of the 
most important factors in the present religious problems of the 
republic. 

The next biblical worker best known outside of France is 
Professor Edmond Stapfer, author of four New Testament works 
already translated into English. As a lecturer he impresses one 
more by his modest, retiring, yet attractive, spirit than by the 
great importance of the things said. His cordiality and kindli- 
ness of spirit cannot be forgotten by anyone who has met him. 
Some facts in his personal history are of extreme interest as 
showing the cultivation and acquirement of his Christian spirit. 
He is a native Parisian, having been born in that city September 
27, 1844, anc * pursued his classical studies in its institutions 
His theological training was secured, as that of Professor Sabatier, 
at Montauban from 1864-8, with an additional year in Germany. 
Since 1870 he has been either in the active pastorate or closely 
identified with pastoral work. When the Protestant faculty was 
transferred to Paris in 1877, he was made instructor, and in 
November, 1891, was given the full title of professor of the chair 
of the criticism and exegesis of the New Testament, being so 
designated by an almost unanimous vote of the consistory of 
France (orthodox and liberal) . He was made an officer of the 
Academy (1885), an officer of public instruction (1895), a mem- 
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ber of the central council of the Reformed church ( 1 896) . These 
honors and duties show the estimation in which he is held by 
those who are nearest him. During all of his busy church work 
his pen has been active. As one of its trophies he was made a 
doctor of divinity in 1876. His leading works are these ; I 
translate the titles : ( 1 ) Jesus of Nazareth and the Development oj 
His Thought concerning Himself (1872); (2) The Religious Ideas 
of Palestine in the Time of Jesus Christ (1876; 2d ed., 1878); (3) 
Palestine in the Time of Jesus Christ according to the New Testament, 
the Histories of Flavius Josephus and the Talmud (1885 ; 6th ed., 
1896), translated into English (1886); (4) The New Testament 
Translated into French, from a text based on the best critical editions, 
with a preface to each book, with notes and the variants of the best 
MSS. (1889); a second popular edition in a small volume (1894). 
(5) But the volumes best known to English readers have recently 
appeared in English under these 
titles : [a) Jesus Christ before 
His Ministry (1896); (b) Jesus 
Christ during His Ministry 
(1897); ( c ) ^he Death and the 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ 
(1898). The activity of Pro- 
fessor Stapfer extends also to 
the production of articles for 
several current serial periodic- 
als, and for religious encyclo- 
paedias. His close relations 
with the evangelical churches 
of France, and his tender sym- 
pathy with the life of the 
church, have produced in these 
works a winning element that 
must make an indelible impres- 
sion upon the current and future adolphe lods 
Christianity of France. 

The Old Testament department is occupied by a young, 
growing, enthusiastic Old Testament scholar, Adolphe Lods. 
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A visit to his classes showed that substantial grammatical and 
exegetical work is being prosecuted with vigor. He has already 
made his mark by the following biblical publications ; I translate 
the titles: (i) The Book of Enoch , Greek fragments discovered at 
Akhmin (in upper Egypt), published with the variants of the 
Ethiopic text, translated and annotated (1892); (2) The Gospel 
and Apocalypse of Peter, published for the first time, after photo- 
graphs of the MS. of Gizeh (1893). He delivered the address at 
the opening of the school in the autumn of 1897. It is a well- 
balanced, suggestive discourse on "The Originality of the Preach- 
ing of the Prophets." His enthusiastic devotion to the work of 
his department, his acute observations and conclusions on con- 
troverted and difficult problems, promise for that department of 
the Protestant theological faculty a strong arm in the near future. 

As stated above, the school 
is supported in the interests 
both of Reformed and of Lu- 
theran doctrines. The principal 
representative of the Lutheran 
wing of the school is Professor 
Eugene Menegoz, D.D. He is 
a large-hearted, broad-minded 
scholar, whose training was ob- 
tained nearly forty years ago — 
he being now sixty years of age 
— at Strassburg, Erlangen, Ber- 
lin, Halle, and Marburg. From 
1866 to 1877 he was an active 
pastor in Paris ; and at the re- 
organization of the Protestant 
theological faculty in Paris in 
1877 he was elected professor 
and director of the theological 
halls where the students live. 
His geniality and great inter- 
est in students have made for the school a large place in 
the hearts of those who have studied and are studying in this 




S.< ^^^ y > 



THE UNIVERSITY OF PARIS 1 3 

institution. While Professor Menegoz's work has been chiefly 
in the line of dogma, he has done careful exegetical work on 
several of the books of the New Testament. Among his numer- 
ous authoritative works on the church and dogma I note the 
following on biblical theological topics : (i) Sin and Redemption 
according to St. Paul (1882); (2) Predestination in the Paidine 
Theology (1885) ; (3) The Theology of the Epistle to the Hebrews 
(1894); (4) The Biblical Notion of the Miracle (1894). These 
themes received careful exegetical treatment and are presented 
in a forceful, clear style. The activity of Professor Menegoz 
shows itself in many articles in the Revue chretienne, and other evan- 
gelical journals of France and Switzerland. His character and 
popularity have won for him many honors at the hands of his 
people : he is a Chevalier of the Legion of Honor, an officer 
of public instruction, a member of the council of the university 
of Paris, and vice-dean of the faculty of Protestant theology. 
His ability, position, and influence are of invaluable service to the 
cause of evangelical Lutheran Christianity in France. 

Another member of the Lutheran side of the faculty, an 
adjunct professor of church history, has done notable biblical 
work. This is Dr. Samuel Berger, a brother of Philippe Berger, 
who is successor of Renan in the College de France, and of still 
another, who is professor in the faculty of medicine. Berger is 
a native of Beaucourt, having been born May 2, 1843, and, with 
his vigorous and ambitious brothers, worked his way up from 
obscurity to his present responsible position. He was educated 
at Paris, Strassburg, and Tubingen, and for a time was assistant 
pastor of a Lutheran church in Paris (1868-77). At the 
inauguration of the theological faculty he was made secretary, 
and later adjunct professor. In literary work, Professor Ber- 
ger's activity has been incessant. In the biblical line he has 
published : (1 ) The French Bible i?i the Middle Ages (1884) ; (2) 
History of the Vulgate during the First Ce?ituries of the Middle Ages 
(1893); (3) several small works on the history of the Bible, and 
many articles on provincial Bibles in religious encyclopaedias 
and journals. His literary contributions have won for him an 
Hon. D D. from the university of Leipzig, and an Hon. Litt.D. 
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from Cambridge. As librarian of the theological faculty he 
has collected many valuable documents and portraits of the 
great theological and biblical scholars of this century. As a 
lecturer, Professor Berger is actively, nervously enthusiastic, 

and arouses great interest in 
the theme which he discusses. 
As a member of the depart- 
ment of church history, with 
Professor Bonet-Maury, whom 
so many of us learned highly 
to appreciate during his visit 
to America last summer, Pro- 
fessor Berger is making himself 
a large place in the Protestant 
theological faculty. 

The theological faculty was 
honored for sixteen years by 
the presence of another dis- 
tinguished scholar who should 
be noticed in this connection. 
Professor Philippe Berger, now 
successor of E. Renan in the 
College de France, is a brother of M. Samuel Berger, just men- 
tioned above. He was born September n, 1846, and pursued 
his theological studies at Strassburg. In 1874 M. Renan 
secured him, on account of his proficiency in Semitic epi- 
graphy, to aid in preparing and issuing the Corpus Inscriptionum 
Semiticarum. This undertaking has engaged his attention for 
many years. Shortly after this engagement he was made 
assistant librarian of the Institute. These positions put him 
in direct relation with the forefront of Semitic research. In 
1877, at the establishment of the Protestant theological faculty, 
he was elected professor of Hebrew in that faculty. This chair 
he occupied with distinguished ability until 1892. At that 
time, just after the death of E. Renan, he was successively 
elected (December 2) a member of the Institute, and (May, 
1893) professor in Renan's place, in the College de France. 
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Besides the monumental work mentioned above, Berger has 
written a History of Writing in Antiquity, which has passed through 
two editions ; also Notes of Travel in Palestine and Phoenicia (1895). 
M. Berger is an exceedingly interesting man. With his posi- 
tions in the Institute and in the 
College de France, and his per- 
sistency and energy in Semitic 
lines, and with his genial, cour- 
teous manner, he will doubtless 
greatly magnify the important 
chair which he now so ably fills. 

I am glad to present the 
faces of five of the above men, 
and hope at no distant day to 
introduce Professor Stapfer. It 
is significant that of the entire 
faculty of ten men five have 
done special work on biblical 
themes, while the work of the 
biblical chairs has won for their 
occupants eminent distinction 
outside of France. 

The remaining chairs of the 
faculty, except the biblical, are occupied by MM. E. Ehrhardt, 
G. Bonet-Maury, Jean Reville, E. Vaucher, and R. Allier, whom 
I shall reserve for another time. 

The heroic Christian scholars who occupy the chairs of the 
faculty of Protestant theology of the university of Paris are 
doing a noble service for the cause of Protestant Christianity in 
France. They merit a larger acquaintance and appreciation by 
Christian scholars outside of the republic of France. 

A detailed historical article on "The Protestant Faculty 
of Theology of the Paris University, " by Professor G. Bonet- 
Maury, appeared in The New World, March, 1898, pp. 113-29. 
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